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Editor of  Wooden Boat Magazine visits the 
Cowichan Bay Maritime Centre 

It was an honour to have editor of Wooden Boat Magazine 
Tom Jackson pay a visit to the centre. The anticipation was 
high as wooden boat fans awaited Tom's arrival, not sure if 
he would arrive as fog had delayed his sea-plane. Tom was 
given the grand tour of the centre by members of the Board 
of Directors. The visit ended with meeting members over 
refreshments and a few signed copies of wooden boat 
magazine. Tom will return to Cowichan Bay in September 
so if you are a fan keep an eye out on our website for update 
on his next visit.
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Marine Garage Sale 
April 6 

We are currently accepting 
donations of marine-related 
items as well as tools for our 
Annual Marine Garage Sale. 
Please drop off items with Tony 
in the workshop Wednesday 
through Sunday or call 
250.746.4955 if you need to  
have items picked up. Tables 
are available for $25.00 if you 
would like to sell your own 
items. 

34th Annual Wooden 
Boat Festival          
July 6 & 7 

Save the date. Currently 
accepting wooden boat 
registrants. Join us for a fun-
filled event,  salmon bbq 
dinner,chowder contest, 
pancake breakfast, seagull 
races, kids boat building, live 
music and more.  

Traditional 
Lapstrake Boat 
Build                            
Oct 20 - 27 

Build a lapstrake boat from 
start to finish with Master 
Shipwright Eric Sandilands. 4 
spots remaining.

SOUNDINGS 
Official Newsletter of the Cowichan Wooden Boat Society 
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What's been happening? 

The Century Cruiser has finally found her forever home with Don Knudson of Port Alberni. The Centre strives 
on pairing the right owner with the right boat. Don is a retired mechanic and has had his eye on the Century 
for quite some time. We look forward to seeing her return to the 34th Annual Wooden Boat Festival with a 
new look. 

Winter allows us time to work on projects that have been put on hold during our busy season. Our 
membership has many benefits including the use of our row boats. Our whitehall (pictured below) recently 
got a new set of gunnels, breast hook,  coat of paint and refurbished seats. I (Mel) took part in restoring this 
boat alongside Dave Nelson and Tony Owen. We encourage members who have an interest or passion for 
wooden boats or woodwork to come down and lend a hand. It is very rewarding to be part of a working 
progress.  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 The 34th Annual Wooden Boat Festival is set for July 6 & 7. Please join us for this fun-filled two day family 
event. Classic wooden boats on display, pancake breakfast, salmon bbq, chowder contest, kids boat 
building, seagull races, fishing derby, live music and more. If you would like to join our festival committee, 
the next get together is scheduled for February 28 at 10 am. If you are interested in volunteering, please visit  
www.classicboats.org  and follow the link to sign up. Registration is now open for wooden boats. 
Registration forms are available on our website. 
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http://www.classicboats.org
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The Covey Heritage Marine Ways is officially open. A new cable has been installed and our first haul took 
place in late January. Bob Fulton, the new owner of Halcyon II, had her up for a survey and much needed 
work. I am now taking bookings for the spring. Please call Mel at 250.746.4955 to book your haul. 
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Chatham’s Cutter 

The HMS Chatham was a Royal Navy survey brig that accompanied the HMS Discovery on Captain George 
Vancouver’s exploration of the west coast of North America and Vancouver Island in his 1791-1795 
expedition.  The Chatham’s Cutter, together with Discovery’s cutter and small boats were used to explore 
coastal areas where it was not possible or too dangerous to bring in a larger sailing ship. Chatham’s Cutter 
was involved in the first major survey of the Strait of Juan de Fuca, the inside passage and inlets between 
Desolation Sound and Bella Coola.  Most important was its role in the sighting of Queen Charlotte Sound, 
proving that Vancouver Island truly was an island.  A reconstruction of Chatham’s Cutter was built at the 
Cowichan Wooden Boat Society in 1992 and is currently in Washington State.  It is similar to our own 
Zachary Mudge, which is a reconstruction of Captain Vancouver’s cutter.We have for sale a special poster 
depicting Chatham's Cutter. Poster is 17" x 27", and printed on high quality poster paper. 

Price: $20 for CWBS members, $25 for non-members 

Stop by and check it out! 
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President's Message: 

Like most of you, I am waiting for winter to pass. The idle mind dreams of doing herculean tasks when the 
weather improves and and in reality we just trudge on. However there is much merit for the new season and 
the thoughts of rejuvenation. It bodes well to think of what could be.  It can be some fantastic out-of-the-box 
scheme or just a simple alteration of a problem that you have been stepping over for all of last year, 
thinking, "I should fix that, later".  Is now a good time?  

We have, by the process of elimination, think that to rejuvenate the shoreline patio is a good idea. Where 
was the patio? To the right of the pier where those forlorn pilings remain resolute and waiting for a rebirth of 
the new patio. We are working on drawings etc to get the idea in motion and should have some more 
details in the near future. 

Lin Baker has taken on the task of 'Volunteer Coordinator' and she will be setting up a whole range of ideas 
that everyone can subscribe to. Everything from cleaning to moving and then some is all for consideration. If 
you have some time to donate, call the office and discuss with Mel and Lin about what is on the list.  

While speaking of lists, I think Mel has a list of events coming up for the spring and summer, and volunteers 
will be needed. Spring cleaning etc, the Garage Sale, and the Boat Festival come quickly to mind, but there 
is more. Ask Mel.  

Sadly, we chose to make the decision to sell Halcyon. She was not able to satisfy the specifications required 
to be of use to our needs and thus had been sitting for a long time, not in use, but maintained. We were of 
mixed emotions, but the reality was that we could convert the asset into something else that can use the 
financial boost. Halcyon is not going far, and we will be able to watch the work proceed.  

All the best for spring,  

Ion Barnes  

�7



January / February 2019 Edition

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

The ANNUAL GARAGE SALE is scheduled for Saturday April 6 and donations of Maritime 
related articles are flowing in. A corps of volunteers is needed to once again make the sale a 
success.  People are needed for the following: 

Weeks prior to the sale 

• Sort and price items 

• Post signage throughout the area 

Days prior to the sale  

• Set up tables to display sale items 

Sale day 

• Arrive early to complete set up 

• “Man/woman” a sales table (sell stuff!) 

• At sales end, bring in unsold merchandise and break down tables 

WOODEN BOAT FESTIVAL – JULY 6-7 

Join the fun.  Another great opportunity to assist the Maritime Centre is the 34th Annual Wooden Boat 
Festival on July 6 & 7.  You can lend a hand with the brown bag dingy race or seagull races, sell raffle tickets, 
assist with set up and take down, serving the salmon dinner, help the children build boats and much more. 
Please visit www.classicboats.org to fill out a form. 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